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^CONGRESS WILL
"nPROD PALMER IN!
WAR GAMP LOOT

;\1

$72,000,000 Graft in 16
Cantonments Alone,

Say Experts.
NO ACTIONS STARTED

pAOAlntiAll r A«ll AHA/1
mm»r m'suiuuuii u;

for Six Mouths by the
Attorney-General.

GOETHALS BARED PLOTSj
Cost Pins System. Used to

Mulct Large Sums From

Taxpayers.

<r' tpeclal Dr.ipatch to Tilt Npv VonK Herald.
New York Herald Bureau, 1
\Vu*hlnsti>a. I). Oct. :t0. I

Although six months have passed
since the House of Representatives, by
a vote of 297 to 4, adopted a resolu-
tion calling on the Attorney-General
to instilutae criminal and civil proceedingsagainst those guilty of defraudingthe Government in the constructionof army camps and cantonments,no steps have been taken by
Mr. Palmer to do so, and further ac-

tion probably will bo taken by Con-
gress next session, according to mem-
bers here.
While the cost plus system of con-

struction approved by Seeretury of
War Baker against the advice of Gen.
Goethals not only permitted but encourageda tremendous amount of
waste which might technically come
within the law, according to RepresentativeMcCulloch of Ohio, a mem-
ber of the committee that investigated

J!" this phase of war expenditures, the
testimony disclosed many cases of'
theft, fraud and individual guilt de-
manding the attention of the Departmentof Justice.
On the sixteen cantonments alone, not

to mention the large number of other
camps built, the taxpayers of the conn-
try were bilked of about $72,000,000,
representing the difference between
actual cost as determined by the War
Department records and the proper cost
as estimated for the committee by a contractorof wide experience and financialability. This contractor, at the requestof the committee, made a survey
and estimates of the cost of Camp
Grant, Roekford, 111. He was directed
to estimate as nearly as pos.dblo upon
conditions as they existed at the time
the cantonment was built.

After careful study he placed the cost
at $fl.119,54 1, whereas the actual exj>endlti<reof the Government was
.*14,689,620, a difference of 55,570,076.
The actual cost of the sixteen cantonmentswas $206,632,920. The loss on
Oamp Grant was taken as typical and
the total proper cost of all the canton-
uaents estimated from It at not to ex-
coed $128,101,399.
Flxarri on 16 Biff Cantonments.
The following table gives In the nearesteven million of dollars the actual

cost, the estimated proper cost under the
bid system and the loss thus arrived at
for each of the sixteen great cantonments.

Arttml r*rot>t»r
Cantonment. Cost. Cost. T,nss.

r*mr> I,.. $11) 000 01*1 $11 COO (KV1 *8 OOO OHO
Tamp M.[ 1*.OoO WO 11000 000 7 OoO 000
ramp t'pton. i:. OOO.OOO 0.000,000 fl.000,000
(lamp ('.rant. 14 non.i>"0 0,000 000 r>,OOO.OOO
ramp Pike... 13.000.000 H.OOOOOo 3,000,000
ramp Custer. 13.000,000 0.000,000 5.000,000
CampSherman 13.000,000 8,000,000 r.,000,000
ramp nix.... 1:1,000,000 8,000.000 b.noo.ooo
OampJackeon 12,000 000 7.000,000 5,000 000
ramp Downs 12.000,000 7,000.000 5,000.000
CampFunston 11 000,000 7.000000 4,000,000
Camp Oordon 11.000.000 7000000 4,1*10.000
ramp Dodge. 10,000 000 0 000,000 4.000.000
ramp Lewis. P OOO.OOO 3.(100.000 4.1*10,000
Camp Taylor. 8,000,000 3,01*1.000 OOO.OOO
Camp Travis 8,000,000 5,000.000 3,(**1,000
When the many camps built are taken

Into consideration with the cantonmentn
* the total construction costs run to a

much higher figure. Thts total Is estimatedat $1,200,000,000 by Tteprosonta
tlve Graham, chairman of the invest!-
gating committee, who says rrom 40 to
f>0 per cent, of the nrjoney was wasted
on account largely of the cost plus ays-
tern, which, he charges, not only tn^
creased costs, hut demoralized lal>or, de1layed completion of camps and sub-
Jected soldiers to conditions thut Induceddisease and death.

fioethuls Details System's Mills.

"The cost plus system lends to great
extravagance," said Gen. GoethaU, testifyingbefore the committee. "The contractorIs not Interested In what It Is
going to cost the Government. He Is
going to get his 10 per cent, anyhow,
and the fact of the matter Is his return
being based on a percentage of the cost
.the more he pays for labor and mate-
rial the greater Is his return. There Is
no Incentive to economize. The Governmenttakes all the risks and the contractortakes none."
Gen. Goethnls advised employment of

construction engineers, with authority
to select competent men and to draft
them Into the service as a quicker and
better way to get the cantonments built,
and opposed the employment of contractorsIn any circumstances: hut hts
rdvlep was not followed. Oen. Ltttcll.
chief of the cantonment division, also
opposed the cost plus system at the time
It was adopted, but, according to his
testimony, finally bowed to "superior
Judgment."

Under the cost, plus system the con-

tractors went on the Job entitled to si
fee which ranged on a sliding scale
from 10 to fi per cent., ami the contract
was so drawn that "tho contractor. In
fact, was required to give only his personalservices for the fees received. As
many subcontractors as desired could be
put on the work.
The result was. according to members

of the committee, that a contractor withoutassuming any financial responsibility-whatever was In a position to make
a mnxlmum fee of $250,000 covering a

period of ft few mon'hs for mere stiper-Islon and the furnishing of a skeleton
organisation, for which the Government

| paid. Meantime some of the greatest
engineers In the country sat at Washingtonwith little to do. V
The emergency construction commlt'.se'scon'entlon that the Government

was not In position to undertake the
work Is denied by Gen. Goethals, Gen.
Black and Col. Pherrlll of the Knglneers
Corps of the nrmy, who say the Governmenthad every facility for carrying on
the work In the most economical and
expeditious way.
The main contention of the emer"encyconstruction committee that the

oyOtem adopted wa» necessery to get sehl:»rsfor troops constructed In the shortest

1 . I

possible time «».- also attacked in testl*nonytaken by the Investigating com
lUttee,the majority of the members of

which concluded that the cost plus systemmeant a delay of at least 50 per
cent. In time of construction.

According to the report made to Congressby the committee construction
work was not started until June 22, althoughwar tvaa declared April 7, and
was not completed »or housing 6M,OjO
men until December 1. If the Qoethals
plan had been adopted work could have
been started much earlier, the organlza-
tlon of the Rngineera Corps being ready
for Immediate operations, as was teg-
tlfied by high ranking officers. The
latter could have accomplished the task.
according to testimony, by August 10 at
half the cost. i
Testlmonv showed also that the Gov-

erment'a supervision of the construction
work was In many Instances highly
superficial and that in at least one case
«ii employee ui a riimi.iviur wu^ imposedfor a commission by his firm, the
same given him by the War Department,and he was assigned to supervisionof the construction of the cantonmentwhich his former employer was

building. He afterward reftirned to his
former employer with, the contracting
firm.
Some Instances are cited from the

riot of waste that was sworn to. At
Camp Sherman lumber was burned In
such quantities that the men who
burned It were compelled to lie ofT frequentlyfor the reason that the fires
got so hot they were afraid of burning
down the cantonment. Of 50,(00 000 feet
of lumber used at that camp the testimonywas that at\least 12,500,000 feet
were wasted.
At Camp Meade. Col. Oury testified

that he employed his entire regiment of
3.000 men a week In carrying the waste
'umber off the drill ground. At Camp
Sherman, roofing material was piled like
^ordwood out In the sun and two-thirds
became absolutely useless for the reason

that It could not be unrolled. Tons of
nails were hauled to the river and canal
and thrown away.

Many I'seless Vehicles.

Automobies were hired by the day, in.i1 i ii.in »kr>
VUICOU Ul ICkID kiltUI .7 1'"., n> i kuivm v..Governmentpaid more than $S00 each
as rental. The testimony showed 70
trucks and 4 50 teams on the payroll at
Camp Sherman with no line ror 250 of
the teams. Part of tho time the excess
teams were kept hidden away in the
(Travel pit. or ordered io drive around
tho camp to make it appear they were
being used.
When work started upon the camps

there wan an cftoit to pet Just as many
men as possible on the payrolls and
wages were fixed with little regard to
the workmen's experience or ability. It
was testified that out of gangs of twenty-fiveto thirty men drawing wages as

Journeymen carpenters there would not
be over three or four men who had ever
worked at that trade.
One witness testified that he had seen

plumbers spend half a day building a

sunshade under which to fix a Joint
that it would have taken two of them
half an hour to put in, and another said
that lie had seen three men have hold
of an ordinary two foot eight Inch door
to put It on the hinges. In fact so many
men e.eee nn nil OO.U thev were ill one

another's way.
Representative McCulloch says a carefulanalysis of the testimony show3 that

work in all branches could have been
done in lew than half the time had the
Government secured a day's work for
a day's wage and had the workmen
been classified according to their efficiency; that it was a common thins for
men to check in in the morning and
leave a Job, coming back at right to
check out, and receiving a full day's
pay.
The finding of the investigating committeewas that the demoralization of

labor resulted from the general knowledgeamong the workmen that the contractwas on a cost plus percentage
basis impression and tne common talk
prevailing that the more spent and the
longer the work lasted the better It
suited the contractors who hired them.

12 OOO noo TON Offr*>TfT
OF SOFT COAL IN WEEK

Year's Record Still 8 800,000
Tons Below 1917.

Waeuitn-oton, Oct. 31..So't coal produotionha* exceeded 12 000.000 tons f.;r
the third week In succession, as shown
by reports compiled hv the United States
Geological Survey. Estimates made publicto-day placed the output for the week
ended October 23 at 12,140.000 net tons,
while loadings on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday of last week Increased over
the corresponding days of the previous
week. The year's record, however, Is
still about 8,500.000 tons behind 1017.
Dumpings at tidewater reached 1.375.000net tons for the week ended October

24. Exports amounted to 604,000 tons.
Tonnaee supp'ied to bunker coal increasedto 250.000 tons, attributable to
Incrensed demand coincident with the
British coal strike.

CATHOLICS PARADE
IN SCHOOL PROTEST

Want Michigan to Retain
Parochial Institutions.

Detroit, Oct. 31..As a protest against
a proposed amendment to the State Constitutionthat would. In effect, aboHeh
parochial and private schools In Michigan,approximately 100,(100 Catholics of
Detroit and nearby cities marched In a

parade through the centre of the city
here to-day and then attended a field
mass at. Navln Field.
The amendment will be voted on in the

general election Tuesday.
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BEEF AND PORK PRICES
DECLINED IN OCTOBER

American Meat Packers Issue
Statement.

Washington, Oct. 31. . Wholesale
prices cf beef and pork 'declined sub:stantlally during October, according to
a statement Issued to-night by the Instituteof Axnerhan Meat Packers.

'

ADVERTISINrJtm Placed in c/l PublicationsU
Copy Prepared, Estimate* Furm*had

Frank Kiernan XCq
155 Broadway, JOcctor 1252

SCHINDLdbK .Inc.
INVESTIGATORS

1 'ondurt c<i fl. BiuUl 1. <1 Irion for attor
eys, corporations and Individuals. Anorir\t atlon of skilled Investigators and li

imrial workers under cport mam sonv u

IWcitre. SIMGER DM9. Tel Cortlandt 3!<5l

GORMAN LEES
Roofing, Waterproofing.
Rock Asphalt Flooring

344 Wi?ST St:r<?G»tr

I [hullGRJPPEN&C0HARDWARE TOOLS CUTLERY
Aurvnoa/Lf;. electrical. m/natm.
BUILDERS. PAIN ri;Ri> SUPPLIES

Phcr.c ORAMERCY 3 506-M THIRD AV.

CUTZ &
SHEfNKMAN

LITHOGRAPHE
I y z puexne car., in. y

! I WIRE NAILS
^
COATED .SMOOTH

Let us quote on your requirements
ROY L.BROWER CORF^N
66 Front St- N.Y. Tel. Bow.Grn 662B-9

[
ALEXANDER HAMftTON

(NST(TUTE

euU/.W ni«m.uui/»

13 Astor Pl&ce, NewYork
I'r 3E

HeCutler-Hammer
Manufacturing Ca

Electric Motor Controlling Devices
cind /I //ied Producf s

50 CVvurch St N'i'v.- "Vbrk.

ifedeiii §f
EapectaJJy Prepared For

Biscuits. Cakes and Puddings

l! I\®)l
Tea CoffQQ

We sell direct to the people
JamesVim Dyk Co
50 Barclay Street, N.Y

[THIBAUT
ybr ivail papers

RICHARD E THIBAUT Inc
13S> Madison Ave New York.

J&9 POSTER I
< Advertiaino
IWNBNORDHEM CO
Safest 4Q"r3t. NtwYorV

THE ^
NewVork,

| ]
&£jx i_M|

w

3 upc

Lndt
'

to "5^^ str

L. j,

SW YORK HERALD, i\

"Selling prices of carcass beef
throughout the Country showed an averagedecline of approximately 13 per
cent, at the end of October, as com;

pared with the first week in Septemiber." said the statement. "Fresh pork
declined heavily. In the domestic trade
from October 2 to October 2G the wholeJ
sale prices of light pork loins, whence
come pork chops, doclined about 21 per
cent
"Between October 2 and October 26
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in price. A lamp that harmonizeswith good taste in
decorution. Finished in
Antique Gold with anther

fiats, metal overlay, shade,
leight twenty-two Inches;

sockets for two lamps.
Sole Distributors jot Manhattan

Ibe United Flectric Shops
- ofThc UNiTto CuctricIichtC PovrcaCo

130 E*»t 15th Street
Ifth St. & Bro*d Arty 146th St. ft Broadway

T\ICS

9! OOVEN| AUTOMATIC
I TYPEWRITER

Does th* work of four typists
at the vayes of one
CW typjsii salary buys it

HOOVEN SERVICE.Inc.
117 West 40'-2 Street KNrwYork

Telephone iirpont /e 1}

frvnkun thrift
J

M BANS toFRANSCLIN
i llCar owners today
Just what it did when
"Old 2>erv was alive

FRANKLIN MOTORCO$ NY
JClennA Tisdu/e Proa

I330 Broadway at 60'-^ St.

EATON
GETTINGER
DEPENDABLE PRINTERS
NIGHT and DAY SERVICE
263 Nir\t.K Avervue
Tel CKeleeo- 6660

k sewell
mm cushion
W? WHEEL Co.
Sov? ycur truck tirc-rnutor-cn.yrs/s -repairsbody.load, by puttingyour truck on >fwc./
(Cushion \X//ie>o/T

< Permanent refi/joncybuilt in the w/ice,'
Call Columbus 7027

N Y OFFICE. 513 W. WSC.
.

|| ^S£&r F1(.WhereK3L''!^ Columbus
ml- meets

£2*'' Broadway40V* at 66*

}jp; Street

WEAVER
1'

VNNEX

|
r/ORLDWIDE reputations

have been made upon a

rIc, delicious dish. In acquirTheAnnex, formerly the
rtinique. Hotel McAlpin presto establish its reputation
>n the cuisine as a whole.

rr the direction of L. M. Boomer
Frank E Ja o, Raider.! Monager.

eet and Broodway

A

[QNDAY. NOVEMBER 3

pork shoulders declined about 10 per
cent and smoked hams and standard
bacon fell slightly less than 10 per
cent."

TO STORK I*. H. COTTON.

ItoTTEKUAM, Oct. 30..To facilitate
trade In cotton with Germany and Americaa cotton exchange, which will control
a storage capacity up to 100,000 bales,
lias been opened here.
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MOTHER-IN-LAW'S PIPE I
GOT ON RUBLE'S NERVES

She Complains That He
Blackened Her Eyes.

8p»cUit Or»2>atrh to The Nriv Tobk Ilnur.d.
Ht'kkalo, Oct. 31..John Ruble's

mother-in-law smokes a pipe. A*:cordIIns to the story told by Ruble in the
City Court to-day, he Is convinced that
the pipe must be a family heirloom at
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any rate, he was positive in his assertionsthat it must have been smoked
for many years. He complained to the
court that the odor of It drive* his
lodgers away.

His mother-in-law. Ruble explained.
tame to visit htm and his wife about
two years ago. She is Mrs. Rodle A.
Williams. When (die caine it was understoodthat she was to stay for two
weeks. The weeks became months, lie
told the Judge, and still she stayed and
smoked. A few months ago Ruble
casually Inquired of his mother-in-law
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if she weren't .foin«; to leav
soon. II rr answer. to- told
was Ions and emphatic bui
nothing about going away.

"She defied me. Judge," he declare ;
"she defied me to put tier out."
A few days ago Ruble did. H.

poll Ited her pipe and other belonging
on the sidewalk beside her. Mrs. Williamscomplained that her »»j < w:i .,

blacked in the course of the unpleaem : J
nesn and caused Ruble's arrest on a

charge of assault. He denied the as

sautt and the case was, put over for i
week.
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